
Early Christmas Eve Service, Communion and Candlelight, at 

Christmas Eve Services, Communion and Candlelight, at 7:00 pm 



 

SUNDAY  MORNING WORSHIP 
9:30 am 

On line and in person 
Join on-line  

  by going to our website at  
www. oakwoodlife.org 

and clicking the live stream bar. 
 

Child care is available. 

 
 

CONNECT - GROW - SERVE 
I will bless you…so that you will  

be a blessing.  Genesis 12:2 
 

400 NE 56th Street 
Pleasant Hill, Iowa 50327 

515-262-6007 Office 
 

WEB SITE: 
www.oakwoodlife.org 

 
SEND PRAYER  
REQUESTS TO 

prayers@oakwoodlife.org  
 

Senior Pastor, Alexis Johnson  
515-262-6007 

Alexis.johnson@oakwoodlife.org 
 
 

Small Group Ministry & 
Congregational Care 

Julie Feldman 
Julie.feldman@oakwoodlife.org 

 
Connections & 

Welcome  
Angie Acker 

Angie.acker@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Music Ministries  
Brian Acker 

Brian.acker@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Children’s Ministry  
Ruby Ruby 

Jessica.Ruby@oakwoodlife.org 
Tania Bentley, 515-360-9817 

Tania.bentley@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Administration 
Nancy Berggren 

Nancy.berggren@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Youth  
Nathan Fischer 

Nathan.fischer@oakwoodlife.org 

Classics 
Classics meets the 2nd Thursday of each 

month.  The next gathering is  
December 11,2025. 

This potluck start at noon.   

Come for great food and fellowship. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
 This Bible Study meets every Saturday at  

8:00 am.  All men are welcome.  If you would 
like to join, please contact Mike Feldman. 



 

                                  Oakwood Kids 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On December 7, before and after our worship service, we will have our  
annual bake sale.  Be sure and stop by and get your yummy treats.  All pro-

ceeds go to help fund the Oakwood’s children’s program.  A special thanks to 
all who are contributing baked goods. 

 

An Oakwood    
Manger 
Miracle

Oakwood’s Music Sunday is December 7 at 9:30 am.  As part of that 
service, the children will be presenting: 

 An Oakwood Manger Miracle.   
The kids are busy practicing now, so be sure and come and  

enjoy their work. 





 

                                 Angel Tree 

2025 Angel Tree 
 

Each year Oakwood provides gifts to families who need some extra help dur-
ing the Christmas season. This year, Oakwood is sponsoring  families from 
the Southeast Polk area. 

   

How you can participate? 

If you have not already, you may select gifts tags from the Christmas trees at 

Oakwood.  Purchase and wrap the gift for the individual, and write the name, 

family number and what the gift is on the outside of 

the package. The deadline for bringing the gifts  

to church is December 14. 

 

If you don’t want to shop this year, we will take 

checks and do the shopping.  If you want to do this, 

please contact the church office. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 Blessings, The Mission Team 



 

 

 

     Hospitality Committee 

 

 

  
Thank you to all who have hosted fellowship or greeted at doors in November. 
You are helping to spread the love of Jesus. In addition, we are grateful to the 
Hospitality Team volunteers in making our Pastor Appreciation Sunday such a 
success as well as  to all who helped with the Hanging of the Greens soup 
luncheon in any way.   We Methodists sure know how to make soup! 
 
Oakwood is so fortunate to have Dari Storms as a part of the Hospitality 
Team. On one day’s notice, Dari redecorated the church’s outside wreath 
which desperately needed an update. Thank you also to Sharon Kirkpatrick for 
providing the supplies. The wreath is beautiful. 
 
Ordering  name badges will continue until December 14th. Be sure to see An-
gie Acker at the front doors to place your order. The cost is $10 each and you 
need to choose whether you want a magnetic back or a pin back. The $10 will 
be collected when the badges have arrived. An email will go out from the of-
fice letting you know they have arrived after we meet the minimum order. 
 
There are still a few Sunday Fellowship December dates needing a host(s). 
The monthly sign up for Fellowship host(s) is located on the Café Court coun-
ter. You can also sign up for Fellowship Host or Greeter on CCB which is 
emailed out each week. If the Sunday Fellowship date remains unfilled, there 
will be coffee available. If you would like to donate either baked or prepack-
aged treats for fellowship, please let Angie Acker or Pam Schwartz know.  
Both of the above are acts of kindness and volunteerism which express to oth-
ers how we at Oakwood show our Christian love for each other and that “All 
Are Welcome”. 
 
The Hospitality Team remains active. The Team members are each assigned 
with a date and they serve as the Narthex Monitor. This volunteer position as-
sists those who come after the church service begins. We also assist the Wor-
ship Team with different tasks that require a few more hands. 
 
The Hospitality Team is always in need of additional team members. Many 
hands make light work. Any questions about any of the above volunteer op-
portunities, be sure to ask Angie Acker (515-720-6918)/acker1234@msn.com 
or Pam Schwartz (641-425-9919)/pamschwartz72@yahoo.com 
 



Consecration Sunday 
  

Thank you to all who came to our Consecration Sunday Worship Service 
and Brunch.  Our worship service was a great reflection of our commitment 
to God!  And brunch was filled with wonderful fellowship and food too! 
  
We are so grateful that many of our new members and regular attendees 
participated for the first time and completed an estimate of giving card.  And 
many of our regular attendees stepped-up and increased their giving.  
Please know that all your gifts will go to our growing in Christ.  God is good. 
  
On a housekeeping note, if you did change your giving for 2026 and you 
give through Vanco or ACH, please remember that you have to change your 
amount either through the Vanco app, or if you donate by ACH, at your 
bank. 

  From the Finance Committee 
Thank you to the entire  

congregation for your financial support of Oakwood 
this year.  Your weekly offerings plus your  

donations for our special events and offerings 
are a blessing. 



Happy Birthday 

 December Birthdays  December Anniversaries 

1– Jordan Benge 7-Jim and Rhonda Reed 

5-Christina Paterson 11-Eric and Stacie Newton 

6-Kenneth Groen 15– Brian and Angie Acker 

7-Ryan Wehrman, Brent Davis  20– Kathy and Joe Luce 

11– Kris Baumgart  27-Rick and Cindy Slinger 

12– Marshall Acker  30-Chris and Julie Vitek 

13-Joyce Delk,   

17-Nancy Pinkerton, Larry Zimmer  

21– Cheryl Timmins  

24-, Kay Bullard,   

30– Helen Miles  

  

  

  

  

  

Happy Anniversary 





Beloved,  
  
A few weeks ago I was reading the Bible and I realized that we never talk 
about MOST of the text in worship. I also realized that I sometimes have a 

hard time staying on task with a Bible reading plan 
unless someone is holding me accounta-
ble. So let’s work on those two things together!   
 
I invite you to join me in reading the whole Bible, 
Genesis to Revelation in 2026. We’ll actual-
ly start Dec 31st! What a great New Year’s Resolu-
tion that will shape our whole year as we fall more 
in love with God’s sacred text.  
 
Most of our sermons on Sunday will be based on 
texts we’re all reading together. The whole plan 
will be available at the Welcome Center. We’ll also 
email out the plan for the month in the Newsletter 
and weekly reminders for each week’s plan on 
Sunday evening.  
  
If you are interested in a small group discussion of 

the material, there will be in person groups on Sunday morning after worship 
and Tuesday evening 5:15 – 6:15 pm in the Prayer Room. Or you can join our 
Zoom group on Mondays 7:00-8:00 pm.  
 
If you would like to host a small group based on this study, we can help you 
access the leader guide and teaching videos via Amplify Media.      

Blessings, Rev. Alexis 
 

                                    Bible Year 



1   31-Dec   

Genesis 1:1 

- 3:24   

2   1-Jan   

Genesis 4:1 

- 5:32   

3   2-Jan   

Genesis 6:1 

- 9:17   

4   3-Jan   

Genesis 9:18 

- 11:32   

5   4-Jan   

Genesis 12:1 

- 14:24   

6   5-Jan   

Genesis 15:1 

- 17:27   

7   6-Jan   

Genesis 18:1 

- 20:18   

8   7-Jan   

Genesis 21:1 

- 23:20   

9   8-Jan   

Genesis 24:1 

- 25:18   

10   9-Jan   

Genesis 

25:19 - 

28:9   

11   10-Jan   

Genesis 

28:10 - 

30:43   

12   11-Jan   

Genesis 31:1 

- 36:43   

13   12-Jan   

Genesis 37:1 

- 41:57   

14   13-Jan   

Genesis 42:1 

- 45:28   

15   14-Jan   

Genesis 46:1 

- 50:26   

16   15-Jan   

Exodus 1:1 - 

4:31   

17   16-Jan   

Exodus 5:1 - 

7:13   

18   17-Jan   

Exodus 7:14 

- 12:30   

19   18-Jan   

Exodus 
12:31 - 

15:21   

20   19-Jan   

Exodus 

15:22 - 

18:27   

21   20-Jan   

Exodus 19:1 

- 21:36   

22   21-Jan   

Exodus 22:1 

- 24:18   

23   22-Jan   

Exodus 25:1 

- 27:21   

24   23-Jan   

Exodus 28:1 

- 30:38   

25   24-Jan   

Exodus 31:1 

- 34:35   

26   25-Jan   

Exodus 35:1 

- 40:38   

27   26-Jan   

Leviticus 1:1 

- 4:35   

28   27-Jan   

Leviticus 5:1 

- 7:38   

29   28-Jan   

Leviticus 8:1 

- 10:20   

30   29-Jan   

Leviticus 

11:1 - 

14:37   

31   30-Jan   

Leviticus 

15:1 - 

18:30   

32   31-Jan   

Leviticus 

19:1 - 

23:44   

                    January Reading Plan 







The food pantry will be open on both December 24 and 
December 31 from 5:30-7:00 pm. 




